fibrous hyperplasia of the gingiva, the enlarged tissue is firm, dense, resilient, normal in color or slightly paler than normal, insensitive, and not easily trau matized (Fig. 1, below) . Frequently there will be a combination of the two types of enlargement.
Both types of gingival enlargements apparently can result from chronic local irritations. In addition, the inflammatory type may be associated with vitamin C deficiency (Fig. 1, above right) , leu kemia, a hormonal unbalance, or preg nancy, and the fibrous type may be "idiopathic" or associated with the use of the drug diphenyhlydantoin sodium. This paper is limited to a consideration of the fibrous types of gingival enlarge ments.
T E R M IN O L O G Y
Increase in the bulk of gingiva usually is labeled "hypertrophy" since common usage of the word has made it mean "increase in size." However, hypertrophy is correctly defined as "increase in size of a structure due to an increase in the size of the individual cells involved," so the preferred term for the condition under consideration is "hyperplasia," which is defined as an increase in bulk of tissue due to an increase in the number of cel-
